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appear in a Chancery action before Mr. Justice Kekewich.
Now, his lordship was a most learned lawyer, and a great
stickler for form and precedent : he was not, however,
a great Judge. It was of him that a learned counsel said
in the Court of Appeal, " My lords, this is an appeal from
the judgment of Mr. Justice Kekewich, but that is not
my only ground of appeal." When Mr. Carson rose
to open his case from the Queen's Counsel's row, this
learned judge began to fume and fret. " Mr. Carson,
I can't hear you." Carson courteously raised his voice*
a little louder, only to be met by the same observa-
tion from the Bench. The comedy repeated itself until
Carson was shouting, and receiving the same reply.
At length the new Q,C. said, " My lord, I give it up.
I can think, for some reason not known to me, your
Lordship does not wish to hear me. It has never been
my experience in the past that my voice is not audible to
the Bench." The Judge then fussily observed, " Mr.
Carson, you don't take my point. You have not been
called within the Bar of my Court. I don't propose to
send you home to put on your knee-breeches, as perhaps
I should."
*' I should hope not" said Carson in his deep brogue.
" What's that ? What's that you say ? " said the Judge.
" I warn you I shall tolerate no impertinence."
" I thought your lordship could not hear me," observed
Carson, and the case proceeded.
The prophecies of the newspapers were now speedily
fulfilled, and in full measure. The quiet jog-trot chambers in
Dr. Johnson's Buildings suddenly changed their character,
as chambers in the Temple often do when suddenly the word
goes round Ely Place, Lincoln's Inn, and Mincing Lane
that a new comet has risen in the legal jfirmament or an old
star has moved its headquarters.
He now was meeting, and receiving the congratulations
and patronage of, most of the great English legal luminaries.
One night after a dinner, Lord James of Hereford, a versatile
man just short of genius in many spheres, came up to Carson
and gave him a lecture of half an hour on his future. " It